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; ri ;T THE GIAIMS i 

This listing of claims will replace all prior 
versions and listings of claims in the application. 

T.TgTTMG O f CIAIMS; 

1 1 . (currently amended) A multipurpose surgical 

2 sharps handling device cumyxiJilny In uuu . liluJitluii aL l^ant 

4 pr.^ficniT-ed t:n he he3 d conveni ently in thR fingertips r £ 

5 ^^fl l.;.T.d a n H fo^rmtna a boundary fOT f?^irqA?al art;j.c3,gs 

6 r.fty-ri.».d h Y f'* -''^ dev-Lce. and including : 

7 a system for temporarily holding a scalpel for no- 

8 hands passing of the scalpel between a nurse and a 

9 surgeon, 

10 a g apped magnetic zone for no-hands passing of a 

11 suture needle ^tth a noi^nh between portionp of thg 

12 maonetle ^^r- Ar-n^f^f^^ -ill the notch bv r\ Tiegd l g ho3.dgff . 

13 a closable used interoperative sharps storage 

14. container, and 

15 a suture jpack carrier. 

2 . (cancelled) . 

1 3. (currently amended) A device for no-hands 

2 transfer of a scalpel comprising an injection-molded 

3 thermoplastic body including a supporting base, 

4 
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4 a scalpel blade receiver adjacent one end of the 

5 base , 

6 a scalpel handle grip adjacent an end of the base 

7 opposite said one end, the receiver being arranged to 
limit freedom of movement of the blade laterally while 



8 



10 



9 allowing pitch movement of a handle of a scalpel, the 
handle grip being arranged to receive a mid- section of 

11 the handle of a scalpel in a pitch movement towards the 

12 base while its blade ia received in the receiver, the 

13 grip being arranged to resist longitudinal reverse 

14 movement of the scalpel blade out of the receiver and the 

15 grip and pitch movement out of the grip with a friction 

16 force sufficient to reliably hold a scalpel handle in a 

17 gripped position while the device is handled by a 

18 surgical nurse to present the scalpel handle in a 
vertical or near vertical position for grasping by a 
surgeon with a la r cr^ nortion of the an^lpel handle on a 

21 Birie of t b ^ ^yir^ remote from thB bladQ receiver ia a 

22 ^antileve-r rendition exten ri-ina bevond said device such 
that It is free of phvaica l interference from adlacaqt; 



19 
20 



23 



24 r^ar-ta of the device. 

1 4. (original) A device as set forth in claim 3, 

2 wherein the body includes a finger -grip area to enable 

3 the nurse to grasp the device. 

1 5. (currently amended) A device as set forth in 

2 claim 4, including laterally extending finger guards on 

5 
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3 opposite sides of an area between the grip and the 

. 4 receiver and outwa rd of s^^ri f ingeir qyip ar^ft - 

1 6. (currently amended) A device as set forth in 

2 claim 5, wherein the finger gi^ards extend in a plane 

3 above tite a location trf t-,p bp ncGy^yX^d by a scalpel in 

4 the receiver and in the grip. 

1 7. (currently amended) A device as set forth in 

2 claim 6, wherein the finger guards have l^r^TRlly ouwrd 

3 portions remote from said area that extend downward from 

4 said plane - 

1 8. (currently amended) A device as set forth in 

2 claim 4, wherein the finger grip area has a wasp waist 

3 configuration t-.han has ^ np^i-row zone between wjder zones 

4 to facilitate f inoerti-Q grasping of the device. 

1 9. (original) A device as set forth in claim 3, 

2 wherein the blade receiver includes a narrow throat area 

3 to laterally confine the scalpel blade. 

1 10. (currently amended) A device d.^ &et fuiLh in 

2 i^laim D, wherein for no-hands tr ansfer of a scalpel 

3 ciom p-riaincr an in-j action- m olded thermoplastic body 

4 includinQ a aup portinq base, 

5 a scalpel blade i-eceiver adjacent one end of the 

6 base. 

6 
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8 ^p p^g-if.^ sai ^ .^n^ ^nd. th^ rPC^jver bei, pq arranged to 

9 fireedoTn of movem e T^^ ♦"-he b1 ride latprally while 

10 ^n^w-ino Pi t ^V^ n,...r^n,^nt of a ha^ldle of sqalp^^l > 

11 «r-lT. ^»^r,o ^-rra^qPd to receive ^ TT.i d- sect ion of 

12 ^>,^ >,^^dl^ o ^ = in a Pit-.clx mov'-mpnl- foyayds thg 

13 v^ pg^ v,hlle >^l«d«. is T-PreivBd in thR rgrrfii^ey, the 

14 r ^^-ip h^inQ :»^-.-Anc^»d to «t-, lonai f.Mdinal rever se 

15 ^ ^..^m^T^i-. of l -v^ f- «o^lT.>.l blad^ oiat of reo^ivf^r ^nd thg 

16 „r-HT, ;.nd T^it ^H ..^^rRm^nt oiit of the qr i p w-jth a friction 

17 fr.-r«e euff-ir^-i^Tit t o -raliablv hold a scf^J-pel handle j,^ a 

18 qrirT ?*^ T?p*»it-lQn while th^ deviee is handlffd TofY ft 

19 c.„^o-ir.al miyse to r^Tfeflent the acalppl Tiqndlg j-n ft 

20 ^re ; rhlGal p r- Ti«=.aY- ve-rhical poaition gof grgRpipq fey » . 

21 Rnraeon. 

22 ^-- hr Triads -Tfteeiver inr^lndino a narrow throat ar^a to 

23 laterally confine the s calpel blade. 

24 the throat area diicludes ineludiner a thin membrane 

25 that is adapted to be cut by the scalpel blade. 

1 11. (currently amended) A device 00. seL £iiiJth in 

2 cldlm 3, wherein for no-handa trangfer o£ a scalpel 

3 fTomprisinq an In-i e ritlon-molded thermoplastic body 

4 including a supportin g base. 

5 scalpp^l blade receiv er adjacent one gnd of th^ 

6 base . 

7 ^ scalpel hPiTidle arjp adjacent an end pf trhg baS^ 

8 oriT^oBite «aid one '^riri . the -reeelver being arranged tg 

1 

PAGE 7/20 * RCVD AT 11/2/2005 2:21:54 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO{F}(RF-fi/27 * DNIS:2738300 ' CSID:216 579 6073 ' DURATION (inin-ss):04-00 



9 n.^.. fr^^^dom of THOveTn^nt- of t,h^ b1 B<iP laterally while . 

10 ^•nowHr.g oi t^H mo^^ment of a handle of a scalpel, the . 

11 H^r^dl^ grip >^^lno arra nnerl ro receive a mid-Bection q £ 

12 ^v.^ >.^r.rlle. of a sca lpel i n a pjrrh movPTTiRnt f.owardg the 

13 v^^c^ wHil^, i r e, y.d^ is recei-^ori ir^ the receiver, the . 

14 n-' v >^^^rici a ^t-^r^o^d to rP,^iRl- 1 oiAgAfnHi nal rgy^yge 

15 ^^^^i.ip.T.t of i-H^ ^r.^lT.el bladR qui; of rbe ^^C^ive^r ^y^d the 

16 rxr^-ir. and pii-nh movem e r^^ r>Mt of the grip with a fr^^gtApn 

17 fo:rce suff lenient to reliably hold a spa l pftl handle in ^ 

18 «-riPTied pnaition w hile the device is haTidled by a 

19 ^Ti^dlcal PT^:ree to T^ T TF^sent the acalpel handle in a 

20 ^ii^-rticzal o r near vertical positipy^ gqy graspj^m l;>y a 

21 aurqeon., 

22 the base liiu.luai6£ including a needle presentation 

23 zone including an open slot and magnetic sheet material 

24 on opposite sides of said slot, said slot being adapted 

25 to receive the jaws of a needle holder. 

1 12. (original) A device as set forth in claim 3, 

2 including a restraining portion that prevents a scalpel 

3 blade from being released in an upward direction. 

1 13. (currently amended) A multi-purpose surgical 

2 sharps handling device comprising an injection-molded 

3 thermoplastic body including a scalpel holder and a 

4 closable sharps receiving container, the scalpel holder 

5 having a blade receiving zone and a handle gripping area 

6 that cooperate to support a scalpel in a cantilever 
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7 arrangement whereby a substantial portion of the length 

8 of the scalpel handle is free of obstruction by the 

9 rif^vlee in a anace surroun d -i r> a said substantial pgytion 

10 and it is thereby readily grasped, the receiving eharrisef 

11 f-.nntainer being adjacent said blade receiving zone and 

12 remote from said gripping area. 

1 14. (original) A surgical sharps handling device as 

2 set forth in claim 13, v/herein said receiving container 

3 has a hinged cover and a releasable latch to maintain 

4 said cover closed on said container. 

1 15. (currently amended) ^ A ymil tr-pyLjiTpQgg surgical 

2 sharps handling device as bfaiL Iu-lLL in claim 13, wh i, j.L.in 

3 t 7miiprisira an inject ion-m o l fiftd thermoplastic body 
4. including a scalpel hold er and a closable sharps 

5 receiving r:r,nt.&±Df-ir . the p f;;<Tpel holder having a blada 

6 T-^f^^ivina zone an d a handle aT-iftnlna area that coppsratg 

7 rr. support a seal r .p>i in a r-prnMleve-r arrangement -whey^tpt 

8 a substantial -portion of the le ngth of the scalpel handlfi 

9 in free of obstruent ion and it is t hgrebv readily grasped. 

10 the receiving (containe r being adjacent said blade 

11 -receiving zone and re m ote from said gripping area, 

12 said receiving container cuuipriseB comprising a 

13 shallow box including a bottom wall, said bottom wall 

14 having a magnetic sheet for holding sharps. 



PAGE 9/20* RCVD AT 11/2/2005 2:21:54 PM (Eastern Standard Tune] ' SVR:USPTO{FXRF-fi/27' DNiS:2738300 ' CSID:216 579 6073 * DURATION (nun-ss):04-00 



•ll/0'2/05 15:23 FAX 218 579 6073 



PEARNE GORDON 



(SlOlO 



1 16, (original) A surgical sharps handling device as 

2 set forth in claim 15, wherein said magnetic sheet 

3 includes a grid to facilitate counting of sharps received 

4 in said container. 

1 17. (original) A surgical sharps handling device as 

2 set forth in claim 16, including a cover for said 

3 container, said cover being sufficiently transparent to 

4 permit counting of sharps in said container when said 

5 cover is closed. 

1 18. (currently amended) A surgical sharps handling 

2 device as set forth in claim 13, including finger guards 

3 on opposite sides of said scalpel holder ar-ranqeg t,Q 

4 pi-Qtect th^ fingers of a nu r s e when hol ding the devjqQ in 

5 the fingertips of one han d for r>reRentation of the 

6 scalpel to a aurcreon. 

1 (currently amended) A surgical sharps handling 

2 device as set forth in claim 13, wherein said scalpel 

3 holder has a wasp waist area wi.th a narrow zone between 

4 wider zones to obtain with one hand a positive finger 

5 hold of the device. 

1 20. (currently amended) A rriulti -purpose surgical 

2 sharps handling device as set forth in claim 13, wlie^rcin 

3 comprising an injef^t ion- molded thermoplastic body; 

4 including a scalp el holder and a closable sharps 

10 
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5 ^^.cle^A^r±r^q container. Hhe scalpel holder having a blade 

6 x-eoeivinci gone and a handl gripping area that cooperate. 

7 f.o support a scalpel in a cantil ever arrangement; wheyeby 

8 a substantial port i on of the length of the scalpel hand le 

9 -ifl free of obstruction ar>d it is therebv readily graspQ^, 

10 the receiving container being adjacent said blade 

11 yeceivinq zone and rem ote from said gripping area, 

12 said scalpel holder ^ iieludeg including a magnetic 

13 needle holding area having an open slot, the magnetic 

14 holding area bLi - addllii y said slot having magnetic 

15 material on each later al side of said slot.. 

21. (cancelled) - 

22 . (cancelled) . 

1 23- (currently amended) A multi-purpoae surgical 

2 sharps handling device se t luxLli In i ^ laim 22, wherein 

3 comprising an ini ection- molded thermoplastic bqay 

4 includino a scal pel holder and a closable sharps 

5 receiving container, the acalpel holder having a bl^d^ 

6 -regeiving^ 7one and a han d le gripping area that cooperate 

7 to support a scalpel in a cantil ever arrangement whereby 

8 a substantial portion of t he length of the scalpel handle 

9 is free of obatmccion and it is therebv readily grasped, 

10 the recftivina container bei ng adjacent said blade 

11 receiving zone and re mote from said gripping are^, 

11 
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12 the scalpel holder and sharps rece iving container 

13 being accessible from a comm on face of the device, 

14 a suture pack mounting zone on a face of said device 

15 opposite said common face. 

16 said mounting zone -r© being partially formed by legs 

17 on said opposite face. 

1 24- (original) A surgical sharps handling device as 

2 set forth in claim 22, wherein said legs include 

3 pressure-sensitive adhesive for adhering said device to a 

4 supporting surface . 



1 25. (currently amended) A multi-PurpoB_^ surgical 

2 sharps handling device aa aet lui-Lh in claim 13, 

3 T wcludin g comprising an inject ion-m olded thermoplastig 

4 bodv including a scalpel holder and a closable sharps. 

5 jreceivina container, the scaloel ho lder having a blade 

6 receiving zone and a handle gripping area that cooperate 



7 t;o support a scalpel in a cantilev er arrangement wherabv 

fi a substantial portion of the length of the scalpel handle 

9 is free of obstmction and it is therebv readilv grasped, 

10 the rece iving container being ad-jacent gaid blade 

11 receiving zone and remo te from said gripping area, and 



12 a magnetic sheet disposed in said container to 

13 magnetically retain sharps in said container - 

1 26. (original) A surgical sharps handling device as 

2 set forth in claim 25, including a grid visually dividing 

12 
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the magnetic sheet in the container to facilitate 
counting of sharps deposited therein. 

27. (original) A device as set forth in claim &, 
including a V-shaped notch for receiving and guiding, the 
scalpel blade. 

28. (original) A device as set forth in claim 13, 
wherein a portion of said body has an exterior non-slip 
surface . 



13 
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